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(2) The vessel owner/operator pos-
sesses and/or lands only whole skates
less than 23 inches (58.42 cm) total
length.

(3) The vessel owner or operator
fishes for, possesses, or lands skates
only for use as bait.

(4) Vessels that fish for, possess, and/
or land any combination of skate wings
and whole skates less than 23 inches
(58.42 cm) total length must comply
with the possession limit restrictions
under paragraph (a) of this section for
all skates or skate parts on board.

(5) Any vessel owner/operator meets
the requirements at §648.13(h).

(6) Skate bait-only possession limit
LOA—The vessel owner or operator
possesses and lands skates in compli-
ance with this subpart for a minimum
of 7 days.

(c) Prohibitions on possession of skates.
All vessels fishing in the EEZ portion
of the Skate Management Unit are sub-
ject to the following prohibitions:

(1) A vessel may not retain, possess,
or land barndoor or thorny skates
taken in or from the EEZ portion of
the Skate Management Unit.

(2) A vessel may not retain, possess,
or land smooth skates taken in or from
the GOM RMA described at
§648.80(a)(1)(i).

[68 FR 49701, Aug. 19, 2003, as amended at 69
FR 22988, Apr. 27, 2004]
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Subpart A—General Measures

§654.1 Purpose and scope.

(a) The purpose of this part is to im-
plement the Fishery Management Plan
for the Stone Crab Fishery of the Gulf
of Mexico, prepared by the Gulf of Mex-
ico Fishery Management Council under
the Magnuson-Stevens Act.

(b) This part governs conservation
and management of stone crab and re-
stricts the trawl fishery in the manage-
ment area.

(c) “EEZ” refers to the EEZ in the
management area, unless the context
clearly indicates otherwise.

[60 FR 13919, Mar. 15, 1995, as amended at 67
FR 61993, Oct. 3, 2002]

§654.2 Definitions.

In addition to the definitions in the
Magnuson—-Stevens Act and in §620.2 of
this chapter, the terms used in this
part have the following meanings:

Management area means the EEZ off
the coast of Florida from a line extend-
ing directly south from the Alabama/
Florida boundary (87°31'06” W. long.) to
a line extending directly east from the
Dade/Monroe County, FL boundary
(256°20.4’ N. lat.).

Regional Administrator (RA) for the
purposes of this part, means the Ad-
ministrator, Southeast Region, NMF'S,
9721 Executive Center Drive N., St. Pe-
tersburg, FL 33702, or a designee.

Stone crab means Menippe mercenaria,
M. adina, or their interbreeding hy-
brids, or a part thereof.

[60 FR 13919, Mar. 15, 1995, as amended at 67
FR 61991, 61993, Oct. 3, 2002]
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